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we needed more troops there. I have
joined his call for sending more troops
repeatedly, and I join those who call
for sending temporarily more troops
now to take advantage of the death of
Zarqawi as an opportunity to crush the
insurgents. And no doubt, other mis-
takes have been made. But whatever
mistakes have been made, they do not
justify cutting and running.

Recently, a constituent of mine, a
Vietnam War helicopter pilot, ap-
proached me in Phoenix and said, This
war is unlike Vietnam. It is unlike
Vietnam, he explained, because were
we to abandon this effort without suc-
ceeding, make no mistake about it, the
consequences would be far reaching and
disastrous.

Let’s talk about some of those.

First, it would be a humiliating de-
feat for the United States. Look no fur-
ther than the words of Osama bin
Laden. He said: ‘“The whole world is
watching this war and the two adver-
saries. It’s either victory and glory, or
misery and humiliation.”

Future commitments by the United
States could be scoffed at by our allies
and by our enemies around the world
for generations to come. It would shat-
ter the trust we have built amongst our
allies in the region. The newly elected
Iraqi Government, and I find it ironic
that we are having this debate within
days of its selection, would collapse
and we would have the creation of a
radical, oil-funded terrorist state. But
sadly and most importantly, to fail
now would establish beyond a shadow
of a doubt that our brave soldiers, men
and women, who gave of their lives or
who suffered grave injuries that will be
with them for the remainder of their
lives did so in vain.

Most importantly, it is not nec-
essary. We can succeed, but the path to
defeating terrorism in Iraq is not sur-
render; it is resolve. The opponents
argue that we have suffered recent in-
creases in violence and insurgent at-
tacks. The increase in those attacks is
not proof that we are losing, and it is
certainly not proof that we cannot pre-
vail. Rather, I submit to you it is proof
that the insurgents understood that
the period leading up to the election of
a permanent representative govern-
ment in Iraq was their best chance, and
they took their best shot. And they
failed.

For all that is rational, for that is
honorable, we must not now within
days of the election of that new perma-
nent government cut and run. No, in-
deed, we must give it an opportunity to
do its job, an opportunity to succeed.

Now, those who say that we are los-
ing ignore that by their own admission
al Qaeda is acknowledging that it is
failing in Baghdad. I urge us not to cut
and run now for our children and for
our grandchildren.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. FRANK).

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, first let’s note what a deg-
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radation of democracy is taking place
here.

The majority party has put forward a
resolution that allows no amendment.
There will be a debate in which those
of us who think some things are good
and some are bad, contrary to every
reasonable democratic procedure, will
have no opportunity to say so.

Here is the tactic that is being used:
they take a number of things that peo-
ple agree with, they mix in with them
things which are quite controversial.
They treat them as if they were not
separable.

Let me say what I have said again be-
fore. The majority party thinks the
way to legislate is the way you feed a
pill to a dog: you take the unpalatable
with the popular.

Now I will have to say this: one of
the things we are trying to do is to per-
suade the people in Iraq to be able to
work together and make democracy
work. We are trying to persuade, we
are told, the Shiia and the Sunni to
work together. We are trying to tell
the majority Shiia to share power.

Mr. Speaker, how can you and your
party believe that we inspire people to
share power by giving the example of
its monopolization in an abusive fash-
ion?

I just hope that the members of par-
liament in Iraq who may hear about
this will remember a very important
point: please do not try this at home.

Now let’s get to the substance.

This war in Iraq came after Sep-
tember 11. It was not the response to
terrorism the war in Afghanistan was.
I am struck in listening to the Mem-
bers on the other side of the aisle that
Afghanistan appears to have too many
syllables for them to pronounce. What
is in fact happening is that the war in
Afghanistan, which was the response to
the terrorist attack, which was almost
unanimously supported here and by
Democrats in the Senate, is in fact not
going as well as it should.

One of the prices we are paying for
the war in Iraq is the deterioration in
Afghanistan. Now, the war in Iraq was
launched based on a couple of lies we
were told. And I am struck to hear peo-
ple still defending the arguments about
the weapons of mass destruction. It
seems my colleagues on the other side
have decided to adopt a Marxist idea.
The Marx in question, of course, is
Chico, and the mantra is: Who are you
going to believe, me or your own eyes?
Having been repudiated overwhelm-
ingly by the facts, they stick to the
rhetoric.

Here is the price we are paying. We
shouldn’t have gone in. Of course hav-
ing gone in, we are victimized by one of
the most incompetently administered
examples in American national secu-
rity history. But here is the price we
pay: the war in Afghanistan deterio-
rates our ability to protect ourselves
at home. Every time you hear that we
can’t afford communications, we can’t
afford more people at the border, we
can’t afford port security, every time
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people hear that we can’t afford some-
thing that would enhance our security
at home, understand that it is the war
in Iraq that makes it impossible for
this Nation to afford it.
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If we did not have these hundreds of
billions being drained there, we could
take care of the agenda.

Finally, it constrains us elsewhere in
the world. It has led to an increase in
anti-Americanism which I deplore,
with which I disagree, but it is a fact.

Our ability to deal with the potential
Iranian nuclear weaponry is con-
strained by the fact that we are in
Iraq. In fact, the Iranians have been
among the major beneficiaries of what
we have done in Iraq.

So you went into a war on the basis
of two lies. You have handled it incom-
petently. We are now at the point, well,
does that mean you pull out? And here
is the point. You tell us on the one
hand that there is great success. We
have built a government, et cetera, et
cetera. But also, you tell us simulta-
neously that if we withdrew American
troops the house of cards falls. Well,
which is it? Have you built a successful
entity in Iraq? If you have, why can’t
we pull out? Why can’t 28 million peo-
ple in Iraq, with a couple of hundred
thousand Iraqis under arms deal with
15 or 18,000 terrorists?

The fact is that this is a failed policy
that gets worse every day.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Florida, Dr. WELDON.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of this resolution,
the President’s plan, and our troops.

In recent days U.S. and Iraqi forces
have dealt terrorists in Iraq a decisive
blow. The brutal leader of al Qaeda in
Iraq, Abu al Zarqgawi, responsible for
untold deaths and inciting widespread
unrest has met his end, and none too
soon, thanks, mainly to our troops,
courageous men and women in the field
who got the job done.

And let us not forget, Ramzi Yousef,
the man who plotted and attempted
the 1993 attack on the World Trade
Center that could have led then to tens
of thousands of deaths, was an Iraqi in-
telligence agent.

And let us remember the great ac-
complishments of our troops in the
field. For too long U.S. news media has
focused only on the negative and has
chosen only to report bad stories, sto-
ries of terrorist attacks. Indeed, for
every story that reports heroism and
accomplishment of our troops in the
field, our American news media focuses
9 or 10 stories on terrorist attacks and
the failings of our military. Where our
military can accomplish great things
over and over again, the American
news media ignores it and instead
looks for a negative story to report.

Well, I want to report on one good
story, a great story that shows that we
are getting the job done and the Iraqi
people are with us. And indeed, this



